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Warren Wood   Primary Sschool

EARLY YEARS POLICY

At Warren Wood Primary School, Early Years education provides a broad and well-balanced foundation for later achievements in the social, emotional, physical, intellectual and aesthetic development of each child.

It concerns all children under the age of 5 in the Reception year.  The activities provided for these children will give access to many Level 1 statements where appropriate to the individual child’s stage of development.

This policy has been drafted by the Early Years’ Teaching staff and the Headteacher.  They, along with the Headteacher and governing body and with support from all members of staff, take responsibility for its implementation.

Aims

1
To provide a safe, secure and stimulating environment that will encourage children to ask questions, seek answers and gradually proceed from the known to the unknown.

2
To provide a variety of experiences appropriate to each child’s needs and developmental stage.

3
To encourage independence, self-control, self-confidence, tolerance, respect for other people and their property and respect for all living things.

4
To develop fine manipulative skills, gross motor skills, communication skills and mathematical concepts.

Many of these aims overlap and can be achieved through different aspects of the curriculum.  Exploration 

using the five senses, and play (both structured and spontaneous) are the natural vehicles through which

the curriculum is experienced by the Early Years child and it is important that the child’s learning should 

be conceived as an integral whole.  However, for convenience, the Early Years curriculum can be loosely 

divided into the six areas of learning identified in the QCA document: The Foundation Stage.

Implementation

The curriculum is delivered under these six areas, with the greatest emphasis being given to the first 

three areas.

1
Personal and Social Development

Attitudes which are appropriate and acceptable in school and in society in general are promoted and 

fostered – curiosity, wonder, acceptance of challenge, self-confidence, self-control, independence,

co-operation, respect for others, their ideas and possessions and respect for authority.

Each child is treated as an individual and his/her achievements are recognised and praised, and time is 

given for these to be shown to other children.  Work produced by the child is treated with respect and

displayed with care.

2
Communication, Language and Literacy

Numerous opportunities arise or are created to develop language and communication skills.  The child is 

encouraged to relate experiences, ask questions and express preferences or choices.  Sharing times (story

and register sessions) are focal points in this respect.  A number of play activities and a variety of 

groupings given each child the chance to interact and co-operate with others.  The child is encouraged to

listen and to respond to questions or instructions.

Experiences are provided and displays and labelling carefully planned, to stimulate conversation and 

interest in print.  Opportunities are given for the practice of early writing skills, as well as for the use 

of free writing, particularly in the structured  play areas.  Books and taped stories are easily accessible 

for the children to read or listen to, alone or with friends, and the sharing of stories, rhymes or poems

with the whole class, is a daily activity.

3
Mathematical Development

Mathematical skills and concepts such as sorting, matching, shape, size, comparison and counting are 

developed through play activities, games and tidying up.  Resources are provided which encourage the 

development of spatial awareness, ordering, sequencing and pattern making, and mathematical language

is used whenever possible.  The recognition, use of and reproduction of number symbols is practised 

through a range of practical activities.

4
Knowledge and Understanding of the World

The child is provided with a range of opportunities for exploration.  This includes the provision of both

natural and man-made materials.  The child is encouraged to explore and investigate her/his environment

through the five senses and to begin to observe, predict, report and represent.  Discussion of weather

conditions and seasonal changes takes place on a regular basis and charts are used to record the 

observations.  Natural items brought into school by the child are discussed, examined and displayed.

The child is given opportunities to talk about himself/herself, families past and present, homes, 

environment and everyday experiences.  The child is encouraged to design and make modules and to 

explore different means of combining materials, joining, gluing and fastening.  The child is also taught to 

select, handle safely and use tools for appropriate purposes.

Opportunities are taken to encourage the child to use, talk about and evaluate his/her work.  Through play 

situations children experience taking routes and following directions.

5
Physical Development

Numerous opportunities are given for the child to develop gross and find motor skills in both the indoor

and outdoor environments.  The promote increased confidence in control and co-ordination and lead to 

increased spatial awareness and the ability to co-operate with others.

Small apparatus and the handling of tools, small construction kits and malleable materials help to develop 

fine motor skills whilst larger apparatus enable the child to improve gross motor skills.

6
Creative Development

Interesting artefacts both natural and man-made, stories, poems, music and the work of artists are all used 

to stimulate the child’s imagination.  This allows the child to explore emotions and feelings in a variety 

of ways.  Materials and resources are provided which enable the child to convey his/her own emotions 

through various creative media such as dance, painting, music, drama and story-telling.

Staffing and Resources

Children are taught in varied ability groups.  We endeavour to provide a favourable pupil to adult ration.  

Each of the reception classes has a qualified teacher and classroom/teaching assistant help.

Classes of Reception children share an open plan area which adjoins other classes.  They also have their 

own playground.

Resources are well-ordered, clearly labelled and easily accessible.

Role of Parents

Partnership with parents I considered essential in order to develop the child to his/her full potential.

We provide an open and welcoming atmosphere so that parents feel free to exchange ideas, concerns and

information with staff.  They are encouraged to help within school and to share their own skills and 

interests with the children.  

Open evenings, baseline and other parental interviews and written reports for the reception children, 

along with social events and informal discussions, help to maintain this dialogue and keep parents 

informed about their child’s progress within the school.  We have induction procedures to ensure smooth 

entry to school for each child.

Admissions

From September 1997 a single date admission to school has taken place – in September of each year for

all children born from 1st September of the year until 31st August of the following year.

Admission to the school is by application to the Local Authority and places are allocated in accordance 

with the criteria outlined in the LA’s Admission Criteria.

Assessment

Ongoing assessment takes place and records are kept of the child’s progress, and samples of their work

retained.  At the end of the Reception year the child’s progress with the recorded against the National

Curriculum attainment target in the Curriculum Tracker.

Equal Opportunities

All children will be given access to this curriculum irrespective of gender race. Religion, academic or 

physical ability.  Children with special educational needs will be given every opportunity to experience 

all areas of learning at their own level.

October 2001

�








1
- 0 -

