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Writing Skills 
Expected by the End of Year 1 

Phonics and Spelling Letter Formation, Placement and Positioning 

• To know all letters of the alphabet and the sounds which they most commonly 
represent. 

• To recognise consonant and vowel digraphs which have been taught and the 
sounds which they represent. 

• To recognise words with adjacent consonants. 
• To accurately spell most words containing the 40+ previously taught phonemes 

and GPCs. 
• To spell some words in a phonically plausible way, even if sometimes incorrect. 
• To apply Y1 spelling rules and guidance – See spelling and phonics progression 
• To spell all Y1 common exception words correctly. 
• To spell days of the week correctly. 
• To use -s and -es to form regular plurals correctly. 
• To use the prefix ‘un-’ accurately. 
• To successfully add the suffixes –ing, –ed, –er and –est to root words where no 

change is needed. 
• To spell simple compound words  
• To take part in the process of segmenting spoken words into phonemes before 

choosing graphemes to represent those phonemes. 
 

• To write lower case and capital letters in the correct direction, starting and 
finishing in the right place with a good level of consistency. 

• To sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly. 
• To form digits 0-9. 
• To understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ and to 

practise these. 
 

Planning, Writing and Editing Awareness of Audience, Purpose and Structure 

• To say out loud what they are going to write about. 
• To compose a sentence orally before writing it. 
• To sequence sentences to form short narratives. 
• To discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils. 
• To reread their writing to check that it makes sense and to independently begin 

to make changes. 
• To read their writing aloud clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the 

teacher. 
• To use adjectives to describe. 

• To use a number of simple features of different text types and to make relevant 
choices about subject matter and appropriate vocabulary choices. 

• To start to engage readers by using adjectives to describe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=warren+wood+primary+school&hl=en&safe=active&sa=X&tbo=d&biw=1240&bih=732&complete=0&tbm=isch&tbnid=URfmqQI1x0RzzM:&imgrefurl=http://vle.warrenwood.stockport.sch.uk/&docid=UPzBV8ESduUnXM&imgurl=http://vle.warrenwood.stockport.sch.uk/file.php/1/logo.JPG&w=468&h=621&ei=yWT2UPGVOaHL0QXQ5YG4DQ&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=3&sig=114163171826653000067&page=1&tbnh=150&tbnw=113&start=0&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:6,s:0,i:99&tx=51&ty=98
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=warren+wood+primary+school&hl=en&safe=active&sa=X&tbo=d&biw=1240&bih=732&complete=0&tbm=isch&tbnid=URfmqQI1x0RzzM:&imgrefurl=http://vle.warrenwood.stockport.sch.uk/&docid=UPzBV8ESduUnXM&imgurl=http://vle.warrenwood.stockport.sch.uk/file.php/1/logo.JPG&w=468&h=621&ei=yWT2UPGVOaHL0QXQ5YG4DQ&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=3&sig=114163171826653000067&page=1&tbnh=150&tbnw=113&start=0&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:6,s:0,i:99&tx=51&ty=98
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/deep-dive-into-reading-self-review-and-resource-pack-t-e-2548595
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/deep-dive-into-reading-self-review-and-resource-pack-t-e-2548595
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Sentence Construction and Tense Use of Phrases and Clauses 

• To use simple sentence structures. 
• To begin to use verbs in the correct tense. 

• To use the joining word (conjunction) ‘and’ to link ideas and sentences. 
• To begin to form simple compound sentences. 

Punctuation Use of Terminology 

• To use capital letters for names, places, the days of the week and the personal 
pronoun ‘I’. 

• To use a capital letter to start a new sentence. 
• To use finger spaces. 
• To use full stops to end sentences. 
• To begin to use question marks and exclamation marks. 

 
 
 
 

 

• To recognise and use the terms letter, capital letter, word, singular, plural, 
sentence, punctuation, full stop, question mark and exclamation mark. 
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